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Benefits for members 
 

As soon as we  knew that the Trading Hut would have to close your 
committee have been looking for ways to provide members with ways of 
buying their gardening products at advantageous prices.  I am pleased to 
be able to say the we have now got arrangements with all three privately 
owned garden centres in and around the town.  They are, in alphabetical 
order: 
Banwell Garden Centre.— 10% discount on all items except special 
offers and already discounted items.  This will include the café and they 
are willing to deliver free if orders after discount exceed £25.   
Garden Park on the A370 will offer members a 10% discount card. 
Hutton Garden Centre also offer 10% on all stock items except again 
special offers and already discounted items. 

Advance Warning  Plant Sale 18 May 
 

This year’s Plant Sale will take place at St Peter’s Church Hall.  It will 
be for one day only not the two we have had in previous years.  Please 
bring along those extra seedlings and plants you have surplus, either on 

the day or from 4 till 6pm on Friday 17 
May.  These donations really help the 
society and give the opportunity for 
members to expand their range of  plants 
at a reasonable cost.  Members able to 
help on the stalls and possibly give ad-
vice  on the care of the  plants for sale 
are very much welcomed.  Come along 
and meet your fellow members. 
We shall also be making available buck-
ets and seed potatoes for the competition 

we are running to find the heaviest crop from a single bucket. It’s a real 
opportunity to enthuse the next generation to get quick results from a 
single sowing.  An instruction sheet will be provided with your entry fee.  

Committee News  - Stop Press 
 

Long serving committee member, Ted Gill , after much soul searching 
has said he does not feel able to commit to the role of President.  He 
does not want to do half a job and has therefore stepped aside.  Cynthia 
Filer has agreed to take on the role with Bert continuing to act as Vice 
President. 
 

There was agreement that the end of the financial year should be moved 
to November to align with membership dates.  The AGM would then be 
in December.  This may require an EGM, details later. 



Monthly Meeting 14 March 
Ian Smith Lecturer at Bicton College and RHS Rosemoor 

 
We were treated to a very entertaining and informative 
talk by Ian Smith on a wide variety of very practical 
and topical gardening tasks.  Seed sowing in the ap-
proved RHS manner was detailed and easy to follow.   
He then moved on to soil and other types of growing 
media.  If I can summarise what he said it was basically 
whatever problem one has with one’s soil there is one 
answer and that is add organic matter and when making 
compost the recipe is 

four green portions to one brown.  It was also interesting 
to hear that composted bark, not the stuff straight out of 
the garden centre, is the material to use in flower beds 
around your plants.  The fresh bark takes nutrients from 
the ground in order to rot down.  The composted older 
material does not do this but does retain its weed suppress-
ing properties.  Ian then moved on to pruning, particularly 
fruit trees, always a topic which is difficult for us amateur 
gardeners to master. 
It was great to see someone who clearly delighted in com-
municating with his audience. No power point, no slides, 
lots of plant material and hands-on with compost, tools 
and pots.  A real treat with a big audience of members 
showing great enthusiasm and appreciation 

Clive and Brenda step down after many years service 
 

Clive has been an allotment holder for many, many years and on his retirement from farming 
joined the committee. His help at the trading hut was invaluable, he regularly helped out at the 
weekends, helped to unload the stock including the compost and was always on hand to give ad-
vice to members. He was also part of the team which judged gardens entered  in the annual com-
petition — And I know from experience what a commitment that is! 
Brenda organised coach trips to a wide variety of interesting destinations and events all of which 
proved very popular. On one memorable overnight trip to Wales the coach broke down on our 
way back to Weston, Brenda dealt with this in her usual calm manner and we arrived back safely 
but 2 hours late!  
Their contribution has been much appreciated and we hope that they will remain active members 
so that we can benefit from their advice in the years to come.  Thank you from us all. 

 

Noticeboard   
Next Meeting 9 May 
For all of us hoping to enter some flower classes in the summer flower show this will be the ideal 
talk.  Gill Hazel will be talking about growing and showing Sweet Peas.  Now is the ideal time to 
pick up a few pointers to ensure success on the show bench. 
Members who are allotment holders:  I have had a plea for everyone to observe the rules of 
your site regarding closing and locking gates. It seems a particular problem at Clark’s Field.  
There has been some damage so please lock up where requested 



A Nearby Place to Visit 
 

Please excuse me if I am telling you of a place 
that you all know about, but recently I made a 
visit to a private house and hotel with extensive 
gardens and beautiful views over Wells.  It is 
called ‘Stoberry House and Gardens’ and can be 
visited for a fee throughout the year.  You will 
need to ring in advance and there are offers which 
can be obtained on various voucher sites but it is 
well worth making the effort.  The planting is 

lovely and offers 
something at all 
stages of the year.  
Although the 
property is historic 
it was in complete disrepair when the present owners 
bought it in 1997.  The 
grounds were really no 
more than meadow and it 
is astonishing to see what 
has been achieved in 20 
years.  It certainly puts 
most of us to shame but 
places like this certainly 
offer inspiration for us 
mere mortals.  One feature 

which was very noticeable to me was the use of attractive 
garden statuary.  It offers interest in all seasons and com-
plements the planting.  If you are feeling particularly flush 
then you can stay in the hotel or book it for a family gath-
ering or significant event, however if you are like me then 
a cup of coffee and a magnificent slice of cake will be 
adequate accompaniment to a delightful visit.  It takes less 
than 50 minutes to drive there and it really is a hidden 
treasure.  If you would like more information then visit the 
website at http://www.stoberryhouse.co.uk/ 

A Plea from the Membership Secretary 
 

I had not realised before this year how difficult the job can be.  It’s not keeping the records or 
preparing the lists it is the issuing of reminders, constantly changing the roll and generally coping 
with the fluid situation which seems to be the norm.  Please in future years could I ask for more 
prompt payments.  It will help us to budget and plan activities on your behalf and that has to be a 
good thing. 
 
Wrapping Needed 
Now now folks, put that microphone down, stop trying your beat box skills, its not that - down 
with the kids - street music. Its got a “w” in it.  Sue Thomas is organising a children’s Lucky Dip 
for the Flower Show and needs your surplus wrapping paper.  Either bring it to the May meeting 
or contact her on 01934 627358. 



Some additional Plant Sales which could form the basis of a day out 
 

Sunday 9th June  (10am - 4pm)     
Hestercombe Gardens, Cheddon Fitzpaine, Taunton, Somerset TA2 8LG 
16 stands selling plants and plant supports from across South West. 
Admission £3 benefitting the Hestercombe Garden Trust. FREE entry to Stables Cafe, Garden 
Shop, Plant Centre & play area. Garden extra, but with 20% discount on regular entrance ticket. 
  
Sunday 1st September (1pm – 5pm)   
Midney Gardens, Mill Lane,  Midney, Somerton, Somerset  TA11 7HR 
16 nursery stands selling wide range of shrubs, perennials and all sorts of plants for the garden; 
plus popular cafe selling tea and cake. 
Admission £3 in aid of Somerton Scouts, discounted entrance on the day to this interesting and 
quirky plantsman’s garden. 
  
Sunday 15th September (10am - 4pm)      
Mapperton Gardens, Nr Beaminster, Dorset  DT8 3NR 
30 stands selling range of plants from flycatchers and ferns, to shrubs and roses. Also stands sell-
ing plant supports. 
Admission £3 to plant fair in aid of the Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance, discounted entry to 
house (guided tour only) & garden on the day; The Coach House café and shop will be open. 
 
 

Ted’s Tips for May and June 
 
Make up hanging baskets which can contain viola, trailing lobelia, 
pelargonium and fuchsia.  All outdoor plant rows should be hoed.  
Greenhouse plants should be fed and watered.  Fruit bushes should 
be fed. 
 
Outdoor sowings of winter cabbage, sprouting broccoli, spinach 
can now be made – also a second row of runner beans and French 
beans.  Young cabbage plants should be fitter with cardboard col-
lars to protect from cabbage root fly.  Check roses, broad and run-
ner beans for blackfly and spray if required. 
 
Carrots should be sown inside a tall protective box (anti carrot fly) along with a row of 
leek plants.  The box will be covered with fleece or enviromesh mesh once the carrot 
seedlings have emerged. 
Potatoes, broad beans, peas, asparagus, spring greens, cauliflower, rhubarb, strawberries 
and radish will all be ready for harvesting this month. 
Allotment paths will require mowing.  Greenhouse crops require routine feeding and 
watering.  Hand weed crops as required.  Water and feed fruit bushes, roses and runner 
beans. 
 
Melon flowers should be cross pollinated in the greenhouse and the plants trained along 
wire supports. 
 
The first new potatoes, spring onions, broad and runner beans, peas, asparagus, cabbage, 
cauliflower, cucumber and early varieties of gooseberries, black currants and raspberries 
should all be ready for harvesting in June. 


